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Welcome to The Musician’s Dream School of 
Music! 

 
I am excited to have you as students and hope to help you grow as musicians. 
This handbook will be your “go-to” resource for many of the questions you 
may have about my school of music, such as my policies and procedures, how 
payments are collected, and expectations for practicing. Should you have any 
additional questions, please do not hesistate to contact me: 
 
Email: jmwllm2009@gmail.com 
Cell: 334.328.6620 
 

Lessons 
Pricing:  $30/lesson (1 hour sessions) 
  $100/month (4 weekly sessions) 
 
I accept cash, money orders, PayPal, and Cash App payments.  
I DO NOT ACCEPT PERSONAL CHECKS. 
 

Philosophy 
 

My philosophy comes down to three things: 
1. Be Prepared 
2. Be On Time 
3. Be A Good Person 

 
Please practice and come into your lesson prepared for the session. It is not 
only frustrating for the teacher, but for the student also if you have to 
rehearse you music during your lesson. Our sessions should be exciting, 
enriching, and rewarding for all parties. 
 
Be early to your commitments. Be considerate of others’ time.  
 
Always be respectful, courteous, kind and generous. Your reputation is 
important in life. Remember the Golden Rule: “Give unto others as you want 
to be given unto you.” 



Attendance 
Students must inform me if they will miss a lesson for any reason. 24 hour’s 
notice is required, except for sudden illness and emergencies. Please call or 
text me. Please leave a message if you cannot speak directly to me. Texting 
is also acceptable. Lessons can be rescheduled; Priority given to time slots 
set in stone. 
 

Materials Needed 
Each student is different and requires different materials. The following 
lists will provide you with an understanding of what you should acquire. 
I require each student to have an SD card for recording lessons so that 
the student can review the lesson and improve for the next week 
 
Sticks and Mallets 

• Pair of wood tipped concert snare drum sticks 
• 2 Pairs of vibraphone mallets (one medium, one medium hard) 
• 2 pairs of marimba mallets (one medium/medium soft, one medium 

hard). 
• 3 pairs of timpani mallets (one pair rollers, one pair general purpose, 

one pair articulate). 
• 4 pairs of xylophone/glockenspiel mallets. 

 
Each level of skill is different. Acquire your materials based off of your skill 
set. 
 
Books 

• Snare Drum 
o Stick Control (Stone) 
o Intermediate Studies for Snare Drum (Peters) 
o Advanced Studies for Snare Drum (Peters) 
o Douze Etudes pour Caisse Claire (Delecluse) 

• Mallets 
o Mallet Technique (Firth) 
o Musical Studies for the Intermediate Player (Whaley) 
o Marimba: Technique Through Music (Ford) 
o Four Mallet Marimba Playing (Zeltsman) 
o Mallets & Music: A Guide to Four Mallet Marimba (Boseman) 



o Vibraphone Technique: Pedaling and Dampening (Friedman) 
o Jazz Mallets: In Session (Lipner) 

• Timpani 
o Timpani Method (Friese/Lepak) 
o The Solo Timpanist (Firth) 

• Other 
o The Multiple Percussion Book (Petrella) 
o Drum Set Essentials, vol. 1-3 (Erskine) 
o Drum Circle: Guide to World Percussion (Eduardo/Kumor) 
o Hal Leonard Steelpan Method (Teague) 

 
I encourage my students to find their voice within the musical world and 
explore music that catches their attention and ear. I am open to 
suggesting solos and providing tools to research those solos.  

 
Practice Expectations 

 
• BEGINNING STUDENTS: You are expected to practice a minimum of 

2 hours daily (14 hours/week) 
• INTERMEDIATE STUDENTS: You are expected to practice a 

minimum of 3 hours daily (21 hours/week) 
• ADVANCED STUDENTS: You are expected to practice a minimum of 

3-4 hours daily to a maximum of 7-8 hours a day. 
 
I know it can seem like a lot to ask for, practicing up to 8 hours a day. 
However, you are not limited to just standing behind you instrument for the 
entire time. There are many ways you can practice other than at your 
instrument and make you practice sessions more effective. 
 

• Decide on how many hours you can practice. Come up with a practice 
schedule based on you agenda for the day or week. 

• Practice in 45-minute blocks, and then take a break. The best 
strategy is to take a 15-minute break for every 45 minutes you 
practice. It gives you brain time to refocus. 

• Analyze the piece. Split the piece or etude up into chunks and apply 
it to your daily practice schedule. Listening to your music is also 
practice. Look for multiple recordings and analyze what each musician 



is doing the same or differently to help you find your voice within the 
piece. 

• Practice Slow. Make sure you are playing the correct dynamics, 
tempo, articulation, rhythm, notes, etc. Use a metronome or apps such 
as Tempo Slo-mo to help you practice. Perfect Practice Makes 
Perfect. 

• Record yourself. Its difficult to catch any mistakes, wrong 
notes/rhythms, or technical problems from a first-person point of 
view. Record yourself aurally or visually and study those videos to 
improve your practice sessions.  

• Go in with minimum and maximum goal(s). Go in with the mindset of 
completely small goals. That will curb frustration at the instrument 
and help you break down your music easier. Once you’ve reached your 
minimum goal, you can devote time to other parts or music or stop for 
the day. 

• A little bit every day. This is better than cramming the night before 
you lesson.  

 
 


